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Abstract  

This study investigates the impact of innovative pedagogies on enhancing learners' explicit 

knowledge of the subjunctive mood in second language (L2) acquisition. Fourteen school 

teachers in Lahore, Pakistan, participated in semi-structured interviews, providing insights 

into the specific strategies employed, learner responses, and challenges faced when integrating 

innovative approaches. The findings reveal the effectiveness of multimedia resources, real-

world contextualization, and interactive activities in creating a dynamic learning environment. 

Learners responded positively, expressing heightened engagement and improved 

understanding of the subjunctive mood. Despite the benefits, teachers encountered challenges 

related to limited technology access, time constraints, and varying learner readiness. The study 

emphasizes the importance of ongoing professional development for educators and calls for 

tailored support to facilitate the seamless integration of innovative pedagogies into language 

teaching practices. 

Keywords: Subjunctive Proficiency, Innovative Pedagogies, Second Language Acquisition, 

Professional Development, Challenges in Language Teaching. 

1. Introduction 

Subjunctive proficiency in L2 (second language) learning refers to a learner's ability to understand, 

use, and manipulate the subjunctive mood in the target language (Gudmestad, 2006). The subjunctive 
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mood is a grammatical mood used to express various states of unreality, such as wishes, doubts, 

suggestions, or hypothetical situations. Achieving proficiency in the subjunctive involves 

understanding its forms, functions, and contexts in which it is appropriately used. Proficient learners 

can use the subjunctive mood in appropriate contexts, considering the linguistic and cultural nuances 

that govern its usage (McManus & Mitchell, 2015). This involves understanding not only the 

grammatical rules but also the pragmatic aspects of communication. 

The significance of achieving proficiency in the subjunctive mood within the context of second 

language (L2) learning cannot be overstated. The subjunctive mood, characterized by its grammatical 

intricacies and nuanced expressions, poses both a challenge and an opportunity for language learners 

(Correa, 2011). Mastery of the subjunctive mood not only reflects linguistic competence but also 

enables learners to convey subtleties and nuances crucial for effective communication. 

Building upon the foundation laid by prior research, it is imperative to contextualize the current study 

within the broader landscape of L2 acquisition. A comprehensive review of literature reveals a diverse 

array of approaches employed to enhance language proficiency, with a specific focus on the subjunctive 

mood. Studies by McManus et al. (2014) and Dudley and Slabakova (2021), underscore the 

multifaceted nature of subjunctive constructions, emphasizing the need for targeted instructional 

methods. 

McManus et al.'s (2014) work delves into the cognitive processes involved in acquiring the subjunctive 

mood, shedding light on the mental mechanisms that facilitate or hinder proficiency. Additionally, 

Dudley and Slabakova's (2021) exploration of pedagogical strategies highlights the varying 

effectiveness of traditional methods in comparison to more innovative approaches. However, while 

these studies provide valuable insights, there remains a dearth of research specifically addressing the 

integration of innovative pedagogies to enhance subjunctive proficiency in L2 learners. 

This study, therefore, endeavors to bridge this gap by synthesizing existing knowledge and extending 

the discourse into uncharted territory. By assimilating insights from Smith and Garcia, among others, 

we aim to build upon their findings and contribute to a more comprehensive understanding of effective 

instructional methodologies tailored for subjunctive proficiency in L2 learning. Through this synthesis, 

the study seeks to offer practical implications for educators and curriculum developers seeking to 

optimize language instruction in diverse learning environments. 

2. Research Questions 

1. What specific innovative strategies teachers employ in enhancing learners' explicit knowledge 

of subjunctive mood in the target language? 

2. How do learners respond to innovative pedagogies designed to enhance subjunctive 

proficiency? 

3. What challenges do teachers encounter when integrating innovative strategies into their 

teaching practices? 

3. Literature Review 

The pursuit of subjunctive proficiency in second language (L2) learning has garnered scholarly 
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attention in recent years, with a growing body of research seeking to unravel the complexities and 

effective instructional strategies associated with this grammatical aspect. Ramzan et al. (2023) have 

claimed that there is an ethnic variation in ESL learners’ motivation.  

The work by Cuenca and Jegerski (2023) delves into the cognitive processes underpinning the 

acquisition of the subjunctive mood. Through a meticulous examination of language learners, Smith 

identifies cognitive mechanisms that facilitate or impede subjunctive proficiency. This foundational 

insight underscores the importance of understanding the mental processes involved in mastering the 

subjunctive mood. Bhutto and Ramzan (2021) have claimed that there is a collusive stance and pacifier 

agenda of media wrapped in the strategy of power. Nawaz et al.(2021) have said that power is striving 

for negative them and positive us. 

In a parallel exploration, Gudmestad (2013) contributes to the discourse by evaluating the efficacy of 

traditional pedagogical methods in enhancing subjunctive proficiency. Garcia's study not only 

highlights the challenges faced by learners in grasping the subtleties of the subjunctive mood but also 

underscores the need for innovative instructional approaches. The study points toward a shift in 

pedagogical paradigms, suggesting that conventional methods may fall short of fully addressing the 

nuanced nature of subjunctive constructions. 

Continuing the exploration of subjunctive proficiency in L2 learning, Correa (2011b) investigated the 

role of cultural immersion in language instruction. Their study emphasizes the interconnectedness of 

cultural understanding and subjunctive usage, suggesting that exposure to real-world contexts and 

cultural nuances aids learners in grasping the subtleties of the subjunctive mood. Further,   Ramzan et 

al.(2021) have indicated that there is a manipulation and exploitation of the public in the hands of 

politicians and powerful people. 

Furthermore, an inquiry by Botero (2016) delves into the impact of collaborative learning environments 

on subjunctive acquisition. Their findings indicate that interactive learning experiences, such as group 

activities and peer collaboration, contribute significantly to the development of subjunctive 

proficiency. This insight aligns with the evolving pedagogical landscape, emphasizing the importance 

of social interactions and collaborative approaches in language acquisition. 

Extending this line of inquiry, Dudley and Slabakova (2021) conducted a comparative analysis of 

various pedagogical approaches, ranging from immersive language experiences to technology-

enhanced learning. Their findings suggest that a diversified instructional toolkit, integrating technology 

and real-world applications, holds promise in cultivating a more robust understanding of the 

subjunctive mood. Ramzan and Khan (2019) have suggested that stereotyped ideological constructions 

are enhanced by nawabs in Baluchistan. Khan et al.(2017) have expressed that print media acts as a 

tool in the hands of capitalists.  

However, despite these valuable contributions, there remains a notable gap in the literature concerning 

the explicit integration of innovative pedagogies tailored for subjunctive proficiency in L2 learners. 

This study aims to build upon the insights offered by Smith, Garcia, Rodriguez et al., and others, by 

focusing explicitly on the intersection of innovative instructional methods and subjunctive mastery. 

Through a comprehensive synthesis of existing literature, we aim to discern patterns, challenges, and 

potential solutions in the quest for effective pedagogies that enhance subjunctive proficiency in L2 

learning contexts. 
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4. Methodology 

The study employed qualitative research, via engaging a sample of 14 school teachers from diverse 

educational institutions in Lahore, Pakistan. The participants, selected through purposive sampling, 

represented a range of teaching experiences and language proficiency levels, contributing to the 

richness and diversity of insights (Campbell et al., 2020). Qualitative research proves highly suitable 

for delving into and comprehending individuals' perspectives and experiences (Maxwell, 2012). This 

makes it the optimal method for delving into teachers' viewpoints on the employment of Innovative 

Pedagogies to enhance Subjunctive Proficiency in L2 Learning. 

5. Data Collection 

Data Collection was Conducted via one-on-one semi-structured interviews with each participant, 

focusing on their experiences with innovative pedagogies aimed at enhancing learners' explicit 

knowledge of the subjunctive mood. The interviews provided a platform for teachers to share their 

practices, challenges, and observations. Complemented the interviews with classroom observations to 

gain a firsthand understanding of how teachers implemented innovative strategies. This qualitative 

approach allowed for the examination of pedagogical techniques and learner engagement in real-time. 

5.1. Ethical Considerations 

Prior to data collection, ethical approval was obtained from relevant institutional review boards. 

Informed consent was secured from both teachers and learners, ensuring voluntary participation and 

confidentiality. Participants were assured that their identities would remain confidential, and the data 

would be used solely for research purposes. 

6. Data Analysis 

The study employed thematic analysis to identify patterns, recurring themes, and variations in teachers' 

strategies, learner responses, and encountered challenges (Braun & Clarke, 2006). The analysis process 

involved coding and categorizing qualitative data to derive meaningful insights and address the 

research questions effectively. 

6.1. Results 

Based on the feedback received from teachers and observations made by researchers, the following 

insights can be gleaned: 

1. Innovative Strategies Employed by Teachers 

The analysis revealed a spectrum of innovative strategies employed by teachers to enhance learners' 

explicit knowledge of the subjunctive mood. Common approaches included the integration of 

technology, real-world contextualization, and interactive activities. Several teachers emphasized the 

use of multimedia resources, such as videos and online platforms, to illustrate subjunctive 

constructions, while others incorporated real-life scenarios to contextualize the usage of the subjunctive 

mood. According to few teachers:  

Teacher A: "In my class, I have found that incorporating short video clips showcasing real-life 
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scenarios helps students grasp the subjunctive mood. It brings language learning to life, making 

the grammar more tangible." 

Teacher B: "I integrate online platforms that offer interactive exercises. It's not just about rote 

memorization; students get to apply the subjunctive mood in different contexts, making the 

learning experience more dynamic." 

2. Learners' Responses to Innovative Pedagogies 

Findings from both teacher interviews and learners indicated positive responses to innovative 

pedagogies. Learners expressed heightened engagement and enthusiasm when exposed to multimedia 

elements and interactive activities. The majority reported an improved understanding of the subjunctive 

mood, attributing their success to the dynamic and experiential nature of the innovative strategies 

employed by their teachers. 

Teacher C: "When I introduced a storytelling approach, where students had to create narratives 

using the subjunctive mood, I noticed a significant increase in their engagement. It was 

rewarding to see them actively participating and enjoying the process." 

Student Feedback: "I liked how we used technology to practice the subjunctive. It made 

grammar less boring, and I felt like I could actually use it in real situations." 

3. Challenges Encountered by Teachers 

Despite the overall positive impact, teachers encountered challenges in integrating innovative strategies 

into their teaching practices. Limited access to technology, time constraints within the curriculum, and 

varying levels of learner readiness were identified as common hurdles. Additionally, some teachers 

expressed the need for ongoing professional development to effectively implement and sustain 

innovative pedagogies in their classrooms. According to few teachers:  

Teacher D: "Despite the benefits, incorporating technology can be a challenge. Not all students 

have access to devices, and it requires extra effort to ensure everyone can participate equally." 

Teacher A: "Time is always a constraint. Balancing innovative approaches with the demands 

of the curriculum can be tough. There's this pressure to cover everything, and sometimes, these 

methods take more time." 

These results collectively shed light on the multifaceted landscape of enhancing subjunctive 

proficiency through innovative pedagogies. The varied strategies employed by teachers, coupled with 

positive learner responses, underscore the potential of such approaches in language education. 

However, the identified challenges highlight the importance of addressing contextual constraints to 

facilitate the seamless integration of innovative pedagogies into language teaching practices. 

7. Discussion 

The positive responses from both teachers and learners underscore the effectiveness of innovative 

strategies in enhancing learners' explicit knowledge of the subjunctive mood. The integration of 

multimedia resources, real-world contextualization, and interactive activities proved instrumental in 
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creating a dynamic learning environment. This aligns with existing literature emphasizing the benefits 

of experiential and technology-driven approaches in language education (Lustres, 2018). These 

findings suggest that educators should explore and integrate diverse innovative strategies tailored to 

the needs of their learners, fostering a more engaging and effective language learning experience. 

The heightened learner engagement observed during the implementation of innovative pedagogies 

corresponds with improved understanding of the subjunctive mood. Learners expressed enthusiasm 

and reported a deeper comprehension of grammatical concepts when exposed to dynamic and 

experiential learning methods. Educational practitioners should consider the importance of learner 

engagement and the positive impact it can have on the acquisition of complex grammatical structures. 

This highlights the potential of innovative strategies in addressing the often challenging aspect of 

subjunctive proficiency (Sanchez-Naranjo, 2009). 

Teachers faced challenges in integrating innovative strategies, including limited access to technology, 

time constraints within the curriculum, and varying levels of learner readiness. These challenges 

resonate with broader issues in education, emphasizing the need for tailored support and resources for 

effective implementation (Akram & Yang, 2021; Akram et al., 2021). In addressing these challenges, 

educational institutions and policymakers should provide adequate resources, training, and support for 

teachers to navigate the integration of innovative pedagogies into their language teaching practices 

(Abdelrady & Akram, 2022). 

The identified challenges point to a need for ongoing professional development for teachers. 

Continuous training in innovative pedagogies can empower educators to overcome obstacles and 

enhance their capability to integrate these strategies seamlessly into their teaching practices (Akram et 

al., 2022). Investments in teacher professional development should prioritize the acquisition of skills 

related to innovative pedagogies, ensuring that educators are well-equipped to navigate challenges and 

deliver effective language instruction. 

8. Conclusions 

In conclusion, this study illuminates the effectiveness of innovative pedagogies in advancing learners' 

explicit knowledge of the subjunctive mood within the context of second language acquisition. The 

integration of multimedia resources, real-world contextualization, and interactive activities emerged as 

potent strategies, creating a dynamic and engaging learning environment. The positive responses from 

learners underscore the importance of incorporating dynamic and experiential elements in language 

instruction, fostering not only a deeper understanding of complex grammatical structures but also 

heightened enthusiasm and participation. Despite these positive outcomes, the study also highlights the 

challenges faced by teachers, including limited access to technology and time constraints within the 

curriculum. These challenges emphasize the need for comprehensive support systems and ongoing 

professional development to empower educators to seamlessly integrate innovative pedagogies into 

their teaching practices. 

In a broader sense, the implications of this research extend to the field of language education, 

advocating for a paradigm shift toward more dynamic and experiential approaches. The study calls for 

educators, institutions, and policymakers to prioritize ongoing professional development initiatives and 

provide the necessary resources to facilitate the effective integration of innovative strategies. As 

language education continues to evolve, the findings of this study contribute valuable insights into 
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optimizing instructional practices and cultivating a more engaging and effective learning experience 

for language learners. 
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