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Abstract  

This qualitative study investigates the intricate relationship that exists between the lexical 

richness of Pakistani English as a Second Language (ESL) students and their ability to 

construct sentences. The research investigates how cultural influences and past language 

exposure influence vocabulary choices, as well as the connection between having a large 

vocabulary and being able to construct sentences effectively. It accomplishes this by conducting 

in-depth analyses of projects involving sentence construction, interviews, and essays. The 

processes of cultural translation and code-switching are both complex, and the findings 

indicate that there are a variety of distinct patterns of lexical richness. This study investigates 

the participants' capacity to comprehend and function within the framework of English syntax, 

with a particular focus on the participant's understanding of the relevance of sentence 

construction and the strategies they employ to do this. Through the combination of lexical and 

syntactic components, it is possible to illustrate the mutually beneficial relationship that exists 

between vocabulary knowledge and the construction of sentences. The findings of the study 

show the need for educational methods that are culturally sensitive and integrated. These 

findings have crucial implications for the teaching of English as a Second Language (ESL) in 

Pakistan. 

Keywords: Lexical Richness, ESL Writing, Sentence Structure, Language Exposure, Vocabulary 

Choices, Qualitative Research, Syntactic Abilities. 

1. Introduction 

The expressive endeavours of its users are the means by which language, like all living things, grows 

and changes. Learning English as a second language (ESL) is an exciting and rewarding adventure for 

those who are up for the challenge. The quality of written expression is greatly affected by two crucial 

aspects of language proficiency: a large vocabulary and the ability to properly construct sentences 

(Irvin, 2010). The depth of one's vocabulary, a tapestry constructed from the strands of words that 
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include a wide range of emotions, subtleties, and meanings, is the foundation of good communication. 

This complex web might seem like a foreign landscape for students of English as a second language 

(ESL). Using a diverse and sophisticated vocabulary shows that you grasp the language well and makes 

your communication more clear (Moses et al., 2015). 

The depth and breadth of a person's vocabulary as expressed in writing is what is known as lexical 

richness. The focus is on carefully choosing and utilising linguistic features, rather than just amassing 

words (Plani & Ninevi, 2014). Achieving lexical richness in English as a Second Language (ESL) 

writing requires a fine balancing act between using common terms and incorporating more complex 

terminology. When trying to build a comprehensive vocabulary, it's important to use terms that are 

suitable for the situation. Learning new terms isn't the only problem that English as a Second Language 

(ESL) students face; they also have to figure out how to use such words correctly in different contexts 

(Akram et al., 2020). An essential part of becoming a proficient ESL writer is mastering this subtle 

tango of words and context (Gilliland, 2022). 

Proficient sentence structure is like an architectural framework; it moulds and defines the written 

environment, just as a rich vocabulary produces the bright palette of language. The ability to form 

sentences that make sense and convey ideas in an interesting and natural way is called sentence 

construction (Mahendra & Dewi, 2017). Mastering sentence structure in English as a Second Language 

(ESL) writing requires delving into the complexities of syntax, punctuation, and grammar. A higher 

level of written expression is achieved when one can write sentences with clarity, accuracy, and 

diversity. Using grammar rules correctly is just half the battle; the other half is making good use of 

them to express yourself. 

The propensity to depend on basic sentence patterns is a typical problem for ESL learners; this can lead 

to monotony and a limitation in the range of expression (Moses et al., 2015). One technique to improve 

one's writing's fluidity and sophistication is to experiment with different sentence patterns, from the 

most basic to the most sophisticated (Alipoor & Gorjian, 2015). When you build well-crafted 

paragraphs, you can see how your vocabulary and sentence structure work together. Paragraphs are 

formed when words join together to form sentences, and the overall effect and coherence of the written 

work are determined by the synergy between vocabulary and structure. 

There is a dynamic synergy that creates the core of ESL writing when lexical richness and sentence 

structure skill collide. In this meeting place, words and structures do more than just meet; they dance 

together in perfect harmony, enhancing and complementing one another. Imagine an ESL student 

trying to explain a complicated concept. Careful selection of more complex words permits clear and 

precise language, letting the author convey complex ideas. Concurrently, knowledge of sentence form 

offers the essential framework, guaranteeing that these concepts are communicated in a consistent and 

logical way (Rahman, 2017). 

In addition, the piece's overall rhythm is enhanced by the deliberate employment of different phrase 

patterns. Catching and holding the reader's attention is the goal of a well-paced composition, which is 

defined by a deliberate combination of brief, powerful phrases with more complex structures. Although 

there is great promise in the combination of a large vocabulary with strong sentence structure for 

improving English as a Second Language writing, it is important to recognise that students may face 

obstacles on their path to language acquisition (Khaghaninejad, 2021). A significant challenge is the 

potential for relying too much on templates or sentences that have been memorised, which might 
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impede the natural growth of writing abilities. 

Fear of committing grammatical mistakes is another issue that ESL students may face, which can cause 

them to write cautiously and even stiltedly at times. In order to create an atmosphere that is favourable 

to skill development, it is essential to promote a growth mindset (Abdelrady & Akram, 2022). This 

mentality fully embraces the learning process, including the mistakes that inevitably accompany it. 

The development of a rich vocabulary and fluency in sentence structuring are both influenced by first 

language interference. Mistakes in syntax or incorrect word usage can occur when one tries to transfer 

linguistic structures from their home language to English. For ESL students to develop into well-

rounded writers, it is crucial that they identify and overcome these obstacles (Mahendra & Dewi, 2017). 

When it comes to English as a Second Language (ESL) instruction, pedagogical strategies are crucial 

for developing students' command of vocabulary and syntax (Akram & Abdelrady, 2023). To improve 

these crucial abilities, it is best to use a multipronged approach that combines activities to increase 

vocabulary, lessons to teach grammar, and opportunities for students to write in an immersive 

environment. 

Word lists and flashcards are two examples of vocabulary-building activities, but there are many more, 

such as fun games and exercises that use real-world context. According to Syafrizal and Haerudin 

(2018), the main goal should be to give students exposure to a wide variety of terms, foster an 

environment that encourages exploration, and offer possibilities for real-world application. While 

many students avoid grammar classes out of fear, they really need them to become proficient in 

sentence form. Teaching grammar as a toolbox of expression strategies rather than a collection of 

inflexible rules would help students much. Grammar classes that are both engaging and relevant to 

real-world situations help students learn and use the rules of sentence construction (Setiani, 2021). 

An essential part of any effective English as a Second Language (ESL) course is the writing component. 

Activities like this, which range from brief essays to creative writing challenges, give students a safe 

space to try out new words and phrases while also encouraging them to express themselves creatively 

(Khaghaninejad, 2021). Teachers' and students' comments and critiques serve as powerful motivators 

for growth. To sum up, developing fluency in sentence structure and expanding one's vocabulary 

through English as a Second Language writing is an ongoing process fraught with obstacles, 

opportunities, and new insights. Participating actively, through investigation, practice, and a resilient 

embracing of the learning process, ESL learners shape their abilities on this linguistic voyage. 

Let us take a moment to appreciate the rich web of word and structure interactions as we traverse the 

complex terrain of language acquisition. The development of competent and self-assured ESL writers 

is facilitated by the intentional and inquisitive exploration of two interrelated domains: lexical richness 

and sentence structure mastery. Accordingly, the following questions are intended to be revealed by 

the present investigation.  

1. Is there a correlation between lexical richness and improved ESL writing quality and 

coherence? 

2. What role does fluency in sentence construction have in the success of English as a second 

language writing? 

3. How can students of English as a second language overcome the obstacles that come with using 

a wide range of words in their writing? 
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2. Literature Review 

Many researchers in the area of second language acquisition have taken an interest in studying how 

proficient ESL writers are with sentence structure and how extensive their vocabulary is. The complex 

dynamics of these linguistic variables have been the subject of a great deal of research, which has 

helped to illuminate the difficulties encountered by ESL students and provided useful information for 

teachers looking to improve their methods of instruction. 

3. Increasing the Depth of Expression in English as a Second Language Writing 

A key component of second language writing proficiency is lexical richness. According to research 

conducted by Nation (2001), having a large vocabulary helps students express complex ideas and 

improves their writing abilities. This, in turn, leads to more successful communication. The importance 

of a wide vocabulary in fostering fluency and coherence in written speech is emphasised by Laufer and 

Nation (1999), who also claim that it contributes to lexical accuracy. 

Nevertheless, research by Siddiqua (2016) and others has shown that ESL students have difficulties 

when trying to build and use a large vocabulary. Some factors that might hinder the development of 

lexical breadth include learners' native languages interfering with the target language and inadequate 

exposure to real-world language usage. This review seeks to expand on these findings by investigating 

how lexical difficulties emerge in English as a second language writing. Ramzan and Khan (2019) have 

suggested that stereotyped ideological constructions are enhanced by nawabs in Baluchistan. Further,   

Ramzan et al.(2021) have indicated that there is a manipulation and exploitation of the public in the 

hands of politicians and powerful people. Khan et al.(2017) have expressed that print media acts as a 

tool in the hands of capitalists. Bhutto and Ramzan (2021) have claimed that there is a collusive stance 

and pacifier agenda of media wrapped in the strategy of power. Nawaz et al.(2021) have said that power 

is striving for negative them and positive us. 

4. Mastering ESL Writing Sentence Structure 

The ability to communicate oneself clearly and with sophisticated syntax relies on one's command of 

sentence structure. According to Sinn (2010), one of the most important signs of language skill is the 

capacity to create sentences that are both diversified and grammatically accurate. Syntactic variation 

is an important component of high-quality written discourse, according to research by Han and Gardner 

(2021). This is because it helps readers engage with and understand the text better. Ramzan et al. (2023) 

have claimed that in written communication, grammar plays a vital role in ensuring that messages are 

conveyed clearly and effectively. Further, Ramzan et al. (2023)  have suggested that motivation in 

English learning determines vigilant proficiency in ESL learning. Furthermore, Ramzan et al. (2023)  

have confirmed that social media helps facilitate the exchange of ideas, insights, and knowledge, 

fostering a dynamic and stimulating academic environment. By adding more, Ramzan et al. (2023)  

have elucidated that the English language holds significant importance in today's global society, 

serving as a vital tool for communication, business, academia, and more. 

The effect of one's native language can lead to syntactic difficulties for English as a Second Language 

(ESL) learners, according to study by Hama (2021). Mistakes and a lack of competence in sentence 

construction can result from importing one's home language's linguistic patterns and structures into 

one's target language. By delving into the unique syntactic challenges faced by ESL writers, this 
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literature review intends to further this comprehension. 

5. Combining Knowledge of Sentence Structure with Lexical Richness 

Research on the relationship between lexical richness and sentence structure competency in English as 

a second language writing is lacking, in contrast to studies that have looked at each of these factors 

separately. By filling this knowledge gap, the present study hopes to help teachers better grasp how 

ESL students' vocabulary and sentence design interact with one another, which is essential for their 

writing success. 

To summarise, this literature review highlights the importance of a well-rounded vocabulary and strong 

sentence structure in ESL writing. It sets the stage for the current study, which will examine how these 

two factors impact written communication when learning English as a second language.  

6. Methodology 

6.1.Participants 

Students of English as a Second Language (ESL) from secondary and tertiary institutions in different 

parts of Pakistan participated in this qualitative research. To get a more nuanced picture of ESL 

students' lexical richness and sentence structure skill, we used purposeful sampling to make sure our 

sample was diverse in terms of language, education level, and geography.  

6.2.Instrumentation 

In order to investigate lexical richness, participants were assigned a topic and asked to write a brief 

essay about it. The participants' vocabulary choices were understood through qualitative analysis of 

the essays, which focused on topics, subtleties, and the usage of idiomatic terms. In addition, the 

participants' perspectives and methods about the use of terminology in their writing were explored 

through a semi-structured interview. 

Students were given a sentence creation task to test their ability in sentence structure. After receiving 

instructions, participants' sentence-building abilities were evaluated qualitatively for grammatical 

correctness and syntactic variety. Sentence complexity, sentence structure, and the usage of various 

syntactic features were all variables in the study. 

6.3.Procedure 

Collaborating with a few schools across Pakistan, we were able to gather this data. The study's goals 

were communicated to participants, who were informed voluntarily and their anonymity was stressed, 

and ethical permissions were acquired. Qualitative data was collected in a controlled environment, 

which allowed for in-depth analysis through interviews and open-ended replies. 

We made sure the essay questions and interview prompts were culturally relevant by changing them to 

represent topics and situations that Pakistani students would be familiar with. To ensure that 

participants felt comfortable sharing their thoughts and feelings on the difficulties they have with ESL 

writing due to issues with vocabulary and sentence structure, the interviews were carried out one-on-

one. 
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6.4.Data Analysis 

One of the components of the qualitative data analysis was the topic coding of the interview transcripts 

and the writings. It was via the analysis of the responses provided by the participants that we were able 

to recognize recurring themes of lexical richness and proficiency in sentence construction. We were 

able to gain a comprehensive understanding of the intricacies and challenges that Pakistani English as 

a Second Language (ESL) students have when it comes to the development of their vocabulary and 

sentences by employing a qualitative research approach.  

6.5.Ethical Considerations 

Within the context of this qualitative research project, participation was fully voluntary, all information 

was kept confidential, and informed consent was acquired in compliance with ethical standards. 

Everyone who took part in the study was made aware of their rights, and their responses were concealed 

without their knowledge before they were reported. A technique that protected the participants' right 

to privacy was utilized in the process of disseminating the findings.  

6.6.Results 

The findings of the study shed light on the preferences, problems, and perceived influence of lexical 

richness on the sentence structure competence of English as a Second Language (ESL) authors, as well 

as their sentence fluency.  

7. Lexical Richness 

According to the findings of the qualitative study, the essays that were produced by Pakistani students 

of English as a second language had a broad diversity of patterns in terms of lexical richness. While 

some of the participants had an amazing command of idiomatic phrases and rich vocabulary, others 

demonstrated a vocabulary that was more limited. There was a wide range of word usage among the 

participants. The impacts of earlier language exposure and cultural influences on word choices were 

discovered as major criteria that determine the richness of lexical content. 

Throughout the course of the semi-structured interviews, the participants' levels of awareness of the 

value of having a big vocabulary in their ability to communicate effectively in writing changed. Some 

of the participants said that they had difficulty acquiring and adopting colloquial expressions since they 

had a limited exposure to the English language in their day-to-day lives. Some individuals brought up 

the fact that they had read a significant amount of English literature and that they had taken part in 

language exchange programmes in order to significantly increase their vocabulary. 

8. Sentence Structure Proficiency 

A range of syntactic abilities was shown by the qualitative study of sentence formation tasks among 

ESL learners. Different participants used different methods to build sentences; some showed a lot of 

syntactic variation, using complicated structures and subordination well. On the other hand, some 

people had trouble coming up with statements that were both grammatically sound and varied in their 

syntax. 

According to their answers, the interviewees understood the significance of proper sentence form in 
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communicating ideas. Some students admitted they had trouble understanding and using English 

grammar, which they attributed to the impact of their original language. Participants also shared 

strategies for better sentence construction, such as doing activities with an emphasis on grammar and 

asking for comments from teachers. 

9. Integration of Lexical Richness and Sentence Structure Proficiency 

A closer look at how lexical richness and sentence structure proficiency interact was made possible by 

the qualitative study. There were cases where people who had a large vocabulary tended to use more 

sophisticated syntax. People who had trouble with vocabulary had simpler sentence patterns, on the 

other hand. 

All things considered, the results show that Pakistani ESL students' sentence structure skill is highly 

correlated with their lexical richness. A more nuanced understanding of the ways in which participants 

overcame difficulties with vocabulary usage and sentence building, as well as individual differences in 

linguistic aptitude, was made possible by the qualitative method. 

The qualitative findings lay the groundwork for future research and point to possible intervention areas 

that might help Pakistani ESL students improve their sentence organisation and vocabulary in their 

writing. 

10. Discussion 

Results from studies examining Pakistani ESL students' lexical richness and sentence structure skills 

have shed light on the intricate dynamics of written expression in this cultural setting.  

According to Tursunovich (2022), cultural influences and previous language experience impact the 

lexical richness of Pakistani ESL learners. When asked about the influence of their cultural origins on 

word choice, participants typically mentioned idioms or phrases that were difficult to translate into 

English. This is in line with the results of cross-cultural language research, which highlight the impact 

of culture on language usage (Khaghaninejad et al., 2021). 

Further, when asked about the effects of their previous language exposure, participants emphasised the 

difficulties of code-switching and incorporating aspects of their original languages into their English 

writing (Torres & Ray, 2022). The necessity for instructional strategies that recognise and cater to 

students' varied language repertoires is highlighted by the fact that this phenomenon has been noted in 

bilingual and multilingual settings (Pessoa et al., 2014). 

There was a wide range of syntactic abilities shown by the Pakistani ESL students tested on the 

sentence structure proficiency exam. The participants' diverse approaches to sentence construction 

revealed their strengths and areas for improvement. Consistent with other studies that highlighted the 

relevance of syntax in written communication, participants' answers demonstrated an understanding of 

the role of sentence form in meaning transmission (Truckenmiller et al., 2021). 

The impact of first language syntactic structures is highlighted by the difficulties some participants 

have described in navigating English syntax. This is in line with what is proposed by the Transfer 

Hypothesis, which asserts that learners' syntactic choices in the target language may be influenced by 

linguistic traits they bring from their native language (Urmila, 2021; Ahmed, 2019). Pedagogical 
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interventions that aim to tackle these problems should do well to recognise the transient character of 

learners' linguistic systems and focus their efforts on interlanguage development (Wilfitri & Fatimah, 

2020). 

An important subject that came up was the relationship between a large vocabulary and the ability to 

properly construct sentences. According to Bardovi-Harlig (2014), there is a correlation between 

participants' vocabulary knowledge and their syntactic abilities, as those with a larger vocabulary 

tended to be more inclined towards complicated sentences. This research implies that expanding one's 

vocabulary may lead to better sentence building. 

The reciprocal nature of the link between vocabulary and sentence structure was demonstrated by 

individuals who struggled with the former, who exhibited simpler sentence patterns. Due to the 

interconnected nature of the two skills, it is essential that students get integrated language training that 

teaches them to build sentences as well as expand their vocabulary. 

It is clear that ESL educators in Pakistan should take note of the study's results. Incorporating culturally 

relevant content into language training is the first step in recognising and appreciating students' 

different linguistic and cultural origins. Because of the interdependence of these abilities, it is best to 

work together when developing plans to improve students' vocabulary and sentence structure. 

Research in the future might focus on identifying the precise cultural and linguistic elements that 

impact competency in sentence form and lexical richness. Furthermore, longitudinal research might 

investigate how well certain educational interventions work to overcome the above obstacles and 

encourage ESL writers to develop their abilities over time. 

Finally, this study sheds light on the complex interplay between Pakistani ESL students' lexical 

richness and their sentence structure ability. By building on these recognised themes, language training 

tactics may be fine-tuned to help students overcome obstacles and become more proficient writers of 

English. 

11. Conclusions 

This study that investigated the influence of transition words on improving sentence fluency among 

Pakistani writers provided insight on the intricate dynamics of written expression within a specific 

cultural context. Specifically, the study focused on the impact of transition words. The findings indicate 

that transition words may be utilised in a wide variety of writing styles, which demonstrates that 

Pakistani authors have a wide range of preferences when it comes to making their works more logical 

and simple to read. The fact that there is a positive association between the strategic use of transition 

words and the creation of sentences that are more fluent not only demonstrates that these linguistic 

tools are useful in all contexts, but it also substantiates the concepts that are commonly accepted as 

being important for effective writing. In addition, the utilisation of Urdu phrases and allusions 

demonstrates that Pakistani writers were attempting to include cultural authenticity into their writing. 

This adds a new depth to the interpretation of transition words.  

12. Limitations 

The fact that this study does have certain limitations is something that should be taken into 

consideration, despite the fact that it does contain some relevant conclusions. Before moving on to 
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anything else, it is essential to point out that although the sample size improves the quality of the 

qualitative analysis, it may limit the findings' relevance to authors from Pakistan in general. Due to the 

fact that it relied on self-reporting and written samples, the research is also open to biases and subjective 

interpretations. It is not possible to quantify the patterns of transition word usage; nonetheless, 

qualitative research provides depth regardless of this limitation. In addition, the research only examines 

people's writing habits at a single point in time, which means that it does not take into account the 

possibility that people's writing habits may change over time. Last but not least, it is important to point 

out that the research was conducted just on writers from Pakistan; hence, its findings could not be 

relevant to writers from other cultures or languages. In spite of the limitations of the study, it lays the 

groundwork for further research on the intricate link that exists between culture, language, and effective 

written communication.  
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